Arnold Community Council Issues for 2010 Congressional Visit
Requested Actions

· Establish AEDC (Arnold AFB and remote operating locations Hypervelocity Tunnel 9 at White Oak in Silver Spring, Md. and the National Full-Scale Aerodynamics Complex at Moffett Field Calif.) as a trial International Free Trade Zone to simplify International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) restrictions and streamline the process to release data (after security review) to U.S. and international aerospace companies.  This would increase commercial and military related testing and reduce the cost to the U.S. government to operate, upgrade and maintain AEDC. (detailed White Paper attached)

Cost to the U.S. government – None

· Change AEDC’s principle funding source to Science and Technology (S&T).  AEDC is unique in doing development testing, unlike its two Air Force sister organizations; The Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards AFB, Calif. and the Air Force Armament Center at Eglin AFB, Fla. that perform flight testing.

Cost to the U.S. Government - None

· Change the Direct Budget Authority (DBA) and Reimbursable Budget Authority (RBA) funding process to allow testing inserts during the year from military, NASA and other government as well as commercial customers to pay 100 percent of costs in order to get timely access to AEDC test facilities.

Cost to the U.S. Government – None

· Inserts

We request support for two inserts for critical AEDC maintenance/mission support issues that cost $12 - $18 million each.  (Details attached)
Background

The Arnold Community Council (ACC) was formed in 2000 to support the mission at the U.S. Air Force’s Arnold Engineering Development Center (AEDC). AEDC is the world’s largest complex of ground flight simulation facilities and a critical national asset.  AEDC is a critical Development and Test and Evaluation complex that helps maintain America’s military aerospace advantage (air dominance), and U.S. leadership in the world civilian aircraft and aircraft engine markets.

AEDC was created by Congress as a result of the vision five-star General of the Air Force Henry “Hap” Arnold.   General Arnold demonstrated that the key element to national defense must always be American leadership in aerospace. After the end of World War II, Arnold and the President’s scientific advisors revealed that Germany, because of its research and development programs and facilities at Peenemunde and elsewhere, had developed aircraft and rockets well beyond anything the allies had, and, that if these systems had been available for combat a few months earlier the outcome of World War II could have been different.

The Arnold Community Council is concerned that the government has lost sight of the fact that American airpower is critical to maintaining military superiority.  American air & space power has meant that no American military forces have come under attack from manned enemy aircraft since the Korean conflict.  Space dominance and our ability to use unmanned aerial systems depend on satellites (GPS & secure communications).  If we lose that tactical edge our nation’s security is in grave danger. 
AEDC has played a critical role in the development and sustainment of all American high performance aircraft and missiles and most space systems developed since AEDC started operations in the 1950s. Failure to maintain and keep up to date test facilities and retain highly skilled test personnel at AEDC will have a long term negative impact on the nation’s aerospace capabilities.
With fewer new military aerospace systems being developed, AEDC looked towards balancing its workload to keep critical facilities and personnel with highly technical skills employed and available to test critical military systems.  As a result, legislation in the 1990s allowed AEDC to test commercial aerospace systems and in some years that work accounted for as much as 25 percent of the AEDC workload. 

Despite 20 year agreements with major U.S. aerospace companies to do such work, recent changes in laws, regulations, principally International Traffic in Arms Regulation (ITAR)/Arms Export Control Act (AECA) and funding issues have led some domestic companies to reinvest in their own new test facilities (Pratt & Whitney) because access to AEDC was contested and or take their testing overseas. Conversely potential international test customers have not come to AEDC because of the complexity and cost of complying with ITAR/AECA. Overseas testing exposes U.S. technology to foreign competitors facilitates domestic industry investment in foreign test infrastructure and decreases American testing expertise by shifting jobs overseas.

ACC is also concerned that the possible piecemeal in source conversion of the workforce at AEDC to government employees will lead to a loss of test expertise and the early retirement of critical test personnel.  The first Secretary of the Air Force made the determination to operate AEDC using a contractor workforce to allow the Center to attract, hire and sustain the highly skilled long-term workforce necessary to operate its unique test facilities without constraints of the Federal civilian employment system. We strongly feel that changes to this model are not in the best interests of the nation.

ACC is also concerned with the decision to abandon U.S. manned spaceflight capability with the termination of flights of the Space Transportation System (STS) commonly known as the Space Shuttle at the end of 2010 and the abandonment of development of  a replacement U.S. manned spacecraft.  This will leave the U.S. with no manned access to space except on Russian rockets.
ACC also fully supports the advocacy of the Air Force Association and General of the Air Force Hap Arnold’s vision for a U.S. Air Force Second to none. 
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